
COUNTY BUILDING COMMITTEE MEETING 
THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 24, 2011 

6:30 P.M. 
 

MINUTES 
 
 

Members Present:  John Oliver (Chairman), Freddie Banks, Wayne Brown, James McDonald, 
Steve Burrow, Mark Presley, Jake West (Ex-Officio) 
 
Others Present:  Ras D. Adams, Ernest Harper, Debbie Jenkins 
 
 Chairman Oliver called the meeting to order. 
 
 Invocation by James McDonald. 
 
 Minutes of the previous meeting were amended to add Steve Burrow as present.  
Minutes were then approved with the change noted. 
 
 Old Business – Mr. West wanted to clarify the statement which was previously made 
that Providence School was sold for a dollar.  The record shows that Providence School was sold 
for $6000 to Providence Church. 
 
 Ward School – The title search hasn’t come back yet.   The County Attorney advised Mr. 
West that title searches are done by an independent company and not by their office.  She is 
also checking on how counties are supposed to dispose of surplus property. 
 
 Old Warehouse – Mr. West asked that the Building Committee recommend producing 
another contract for the warehouse removal, since the old contract had expired.  He also 
brought up the property next to the stock barn and asked whether the Committee wanted to 
recommend selling it separately or include it in the next contract.   Right now, we are looking at 
selling it, but we need a clear title to do this.  Mr. Brown asked if this property would have to be 
sold at auction also.  Mr. West stated that he was waiting to hear from the County Attorney on 
this as well.   
 
 Motion by Wayne Brown, second by Steve Burrow to give a contract for 180 days for 
continuing the removal and bring it to the Commission for approval.  Motion Carried. 
 
 Co-Op Building – Mr. Oliver distributed a hand-out of information on the building 
regarding the process involved to get it and why the County has it.  He then explained the hand-
out item by item.  Mr. Oliver recommended holding on to the building as it is currently being 
used for commodities.  He also stated the possible need for the building as a justice center.  Mr. 
Burrow recommended removing the resolution to surplus the building from the agenda.  Ms. 
Banks asked what the minimum cost to renovate would be.  Mr. Oliver replied that the cost  
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would be considerably less than a new building.  He also mentioned that the Sheriff 
Department is using the Quonset hut for storage and parking.  Mr. West stated  
that the owners of G& L Garden Center and the members of the church that Lewis Beasley 
attends may both be interested in buying the building.  Mr. Burrow stated that he hoped we 
would get grants to construct a justice center, if needed.  Mr. Brown stated that it is rumored 
that there is chemical contamination in the building.  Mr. Oliver stated that he has been 
assured by those at Macon-Trousdale Co-Op that there is no contamination. 
 
 Motion by Freddie Banks, second by Steve Burrow that the Committee recommend to 
the Commission that the building not be sold at this time.  Motion Carried.  Mr. West will 
address taking this off the agenda. 
 
 Courthouse – Mr. Oliver stated that there are plans to landscape out front, paint the 
front hallway and place large pictures of the courthouse in the halls.  These pictures will be 
placed by the Historical Society.  When all this is finished, the Downtown Renovation 
Committee wants to have an open house.   
  
 The question was asked about who is doing the cleaning.  Mr. West responded that he 
has had Michelle Matthews and an employee (Odell Banks) on the Older Worker’s Program 
doing the cleaning, and that it is done on an “as needed” basis.  Ms. Banks asked how much the 
county was paying to clean City Hall and the Courthouse.  Mr. West stated that $100 per 
building was paid, that the work was done on Saturdays and that each building was cleaned bi-
weekly.  Mr. Oliver asked if courthouse employees were parking somewhere else now.  Mr. 
West responded that the parking lot behind the courthouse has been cleared out so employees 
can park there.  Ms. Banks asked about the bricks in the front courthouse sidewalk and who is 
responsible for them.  Mr. Oliver responded that they were now the property of the County.  
Ms. Banks expressed concern about people skateboarding on them.  Mr. Presley asked if people 
could skateboard at the park.  Mr. West responded yes, that the signs prohibiting roller blades, 
skateboards and bicycles have been taken down. 
 
Motion to adjourn by Freddie Banks. 
 
 


